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2023 looks to be both an exciting and important year for Creekwood United Methodist Church.  
It’s no secret that the last 2 years have been a tense time for many of us, and the church has 
not escaped the financial woes and fears of uncertainty.  However, through the thick and 

thin of re-launching ministries and starting some new ones, it’s easy to see more wins than losses 
because our God is faithful, and so are God’s people at Creekwood.

In 2022 we were able to overhaul our Family Ministry structure to provide a well-guided path to 
spiritual maturity starting from the youngest newborn all the way to the seniors about to graduate 
high school.  We have refocused our core mission partners, adding Samaritan Inn to our ongoing 
efforts to give a “hand up” to those in need around our community.  Along the way, we have seen 
consistent and steady growth in worship, small groups, youth ministry, and financial giving.

However, financial generosity is a focus for 2023.  While our church remains generous, we have 
had to realign staff and financial resources to face the reality of the present day, and continue to 
evaluate and pray about how to use our God-given resources to achieve our God-given mission.  
I pray that as you read through this magazine, with a narrative budget interwoven through the 
pages, that you will let the Holy Spirit guide you towards a life of generosity through your money, 
time, compassion, and prayers.  The numbers given seem large, but what if you gave $300 a 
week?  That would feed our youth group every Wednesday night!  If you give $100 a week that 
ensures every new Pre-schooler, Kindergartner, 3rd Grader, and Confirmation student get an age-
appropriate Bible and the appropriate guided curriculum to help them learn it.  What about $500 
a week?  You would fund great music that happens in both of our worship services!  Have $25 to 
give a week?  You could provide our communion supplies. 

The opportunities are endless, as the church is a multi-faceted organization working to bring Christ 
to the world.  I invite you to think generously about moving towards giving 10% of your income, 
as the Bible prescribes, so that Creekwood can dream endlessly towards God’s big future for our 
church.

Peace,

David Lessner

Introduction
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“Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  Ascribe to 
the Lord the glory of his name; worship the Lord in holy splendor.”

(Psalm 29:1-2 NRSV)

At the very core of Christianity is celebration.  We celebrate that our sins and mistakes 
no longer weigh us down because of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
We celebrate that we are made in the image of God with the ability to create beautiful 

things.  We celebrate the glory of the world God entrusted us with.  We celebrate that no 
matter what “nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:39).  
As my professor of worship said often, “There is so much to celebrate in our faith that we 
have to get together EVERY Sunday to do so!”

As a community, Creekwood invests 
$247,619.88 into the staff and resources 
that help us celebrate the love of God, 
the salvation of Jesus Christ, and the 
empowerment and unity of the Holy Spirit.  
You might experience these resources at 
work through the sweet sound of Mike Horne 
playing the violin as part of the Praise Band 
or the prelude that Phyllis Carlin plays to lead 
our hearts into Traditional Worship.   You 
might experience our collective financial 
investment when you follow along with the 
prayers on the screens or tune into the live 
stream when you are sick or on vacation.  
When our pastors help bring scripture to 
bear on our lives and when we collectively 
pray together, we see an investment that was 
made.  Even the soul-satisfying communion 
bread and juice and the “feels like home” 
donuts are your contributions bringing forth 
an atmosphere of celebration.  Just ask a kid 
about how important donuts are!

Alongside our weekly expression of 
celebration, the money you give allows for 
special moments such as Carols Around the 

Pond, Live Nativity, Easter Egg Hunts, Trunk or Treat, Back 
to School Parties, and the anticipated quarterly “All-Church” Celebrations.

Celebration is at the core of the Christian faith, so much so that we do it every Sunday.  
Alongside your financial generosity, let us also invite you to make celebration and worship a 
part of your weekly routine as often as you are able.  Doing so will not only bring a greater 
sense of what God is doing in you and through Creekwood, but will bond us tighter together 
as a community as we realize our common joy in Christ.

Celebration & Worship
creekwoodumc.org/worship
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Spiritual Formation

“I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do 
not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your 
minds, so that you may discern what 
is the will of God – what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.” 

(Romans 12:1-2 NRSV)

In John 3, Jesus tells the Pharisee, 
Nicodemus, “No one can see the 
kingdom of God without being born 

from above.”  What we learn later in the 
conversation is that Jesus is offering both 
eternal life and eternal perspective.  The 
question Nicodemus, and all the rest of 
us, must wrestle with is, “If we’ve seen the 
light, will we live in the light?”

There are many avenues of community 
and relationship building, and just 
as many avenues of service and 
volunteerism.  But there is only the 
church that communicates the lifesaving, 
life-transforming grace of Jesus Christ.

It is a relationship that invites us into 
hope and holiness, grace and gratitude, 
and faith and fearlessness.  

Creekwood, as a community, will invest 
$80,456.40 in opportunities, curriculum, 
staff, and experiences that help us transform our mind to 
the mind of Christ (Philippians 2).  You might experience this investment at work when Pastor 
Adam curates your Sunday school class or when you utilize Amplify Media for video lessons.  
During the summer, when Pub Theology is organized, at Ash Wednesday when prayer stations 
are set up, and with every Advent devotional sent out, you are experiencing our investment in 
spiritual formation and transformation.

Creekwood currently hosts 13 small groups that offer faith formation, along with seasonal 
opportunities such as “Dinner and Discipleship” and the aforementioned “Pub Theology.”  It is 
a vital investment financially, but also one for your schedule.  A football coach once told me, 
“Wherever you are, you are learning.  Make sure you’re in the right places with the right people.”  
Along with your financial generosity to support lifelong spiritual formation, I encourage you to 
be an active participant in letting Jesus transform your life, as we all seek to live together in light 
of the glory of eternity.

creekwoodumc.org/discipleship
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Family Ministry

“People were bringing even infants to him 
that he might touch them; and when the 
disciples saw it, they sternly ordered them 
not to do it.  But Jesus called for them and 
said, “Let the little children come to me, and 
do not stop them; for it is to such as these 
that the kingdom of God belongs.” 

(Luke 18:15-16 NRSV)

The Bible is full of powerful images of 
children.  Isaiah 11 paints the picture of 
God’s peaceful world, which we are led to 

by a child.  Jesus declares in Mark 10 that no 
one will realize the kingdom of heaven unless 
they become like a child.  And, of course, 
Jesus comes to this world as a child so that 
we might know that God is with us in every 
stage of life, from beginning to end.  It’s no 
wonder, then, that Jesus wants the children to 
come to him.  If the next generation is going 
to help mirror more of heaven here on earth, 
then we must make every effort to support 
their spiritual growth, nourishment, and 
empowerment.

Creekwood will invest $146,017 in the staff, 
supplies, programs, and experiences for one 
of our most vital areas of ministry.  Not only 
does our surrounding area attract young 
families with children who are searching for 
meaning, identity, and purpose, but it is a 
clear call from Jesus to invest heavily in the 
next generation.  

In the last 6 months, and going forward, 
the community of Creekwood will invest in 
each child by giving them their own age-
appropriate Bibles to read at home, so 

that Sunday school isn’t the end of their 
exploration.  Our financial investment will 
give a Bible to each kid when they enter 
pre-school, a new one when they reach 
kindergarten, another one when they reach 
third grade, and finally a final one when they 
enter into confirmation in middle school.  
This is all part of a highly coordinated 
investment to help our children be the most 
biblically literate, spiritually grounded that 
they can be, coupled with the resources and 
programming that help them have fun and 
build relationships with other children and 
meaningful adults to ensure they experience 
the joy of Christian community.  This 
investment looks like meals on Wednesday 
nights, an ordained elder specifically for 
children and youth, and materials to help 
kids better participate in worship through our 
binders, shakers, and other worship tools.  
Our investment looks like supplemented 
mission camps and trips for all ages, 
youth rallies, and other exciting “anchor” 
experiences of faith.

Family ministries is one of our top priorities 
at Creekwood, because of how important 
children are to Jesus, in the Bible, and to our 
community.  They are blessings that promise 
a future with hope, if we nurture them in the 
way of love, grace, and a disciplined life of 
faith.  I hope you will not only give generously 
to support our children and students, but I 
hope you will lend your wisdom and presence 
so that our students know they are loved as 
much as God loves them. 

creekwoodumc.org/family-ministry
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“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 
the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.”

(Matthew 25:40 NRSV)

“So faith by itself, if it has no works, is 
dead.”

(James 2:17 NRSV)

The outcome of a transformed life 
in Jesus Christ is supposed to be a 
life of service.  Whether it is Paul’s 

encouragement for the Corinthian church to 
give generously to the Christians in poverty in 
Jerusalem or the example of faith set by the 
“Good Samaritan” story, a life transformed by 
belief in Christ always leads to the service of 
others.  

We experience our investment in service and 

missions in several ways at Creekwood.  Each 
time someone greets you at the door or when 
someone cleans up the kitchen after you’ve 
eaten your donut, that is service.  When we 
collect canned goods at Thanksgiving time or 
donate money to Harper Elementary so that 
every kid can buy a new book at the book fair, 
that is service.  

Creekwood generally invests around $45,000-
50,000 in our mission partners from a 
separate budget, but invests $125,727 in the 
staff, programs, and other ways of giving 
that inspire service and missions.  You can 
see this investment every first Thursday 
when Open Door hosts 50-70 guest who 
are adults with special needs.  Our financial 
investment also shows up when the children 
participate in mission during Sunday school 
and the students travel to Granbury to 
help repair homes.  It shows up through 

Serving & Missions
creekwoodumc.org/missions
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the empowerment we offer young entrepreneurial orphans in Zimbabwe through our ZOE 
Empowers partnership, or the young children singing praises at Quisgualagua United Methodist 
Church in Honduras that we support in partnership with Prosper United Methodist Church.  Our 
new partnership with The Samaritan Inn will fit nicely with our partnership with Cornerstone 
Ranch, Allen Community Outreach, and other mission partners as we seek to align our actions 
with what we believe the world should look like through Jesus Christ.

One element of our mission giving that is often not understood are called “apportionments.”  
Apportionments are our financial commitment to the larger, global work of the United 
Methodist Church and can be seen through the work of planting new churches, camps and 
retreat ministries, supporting missionaries around the world, and even providing scholarships 
for seminary students.  It’s an act of collective trust and generosity that not only empowers 
drastically lower malaria fatalities in sub-Saharan Africa but teaches us about the way we should 
be united in service if we believe in the world The Bible tells us about.

While I hope that financial generosity is a key way that you intentionally lean into God’s 
preferred vision of the world, I also hope you’ll take the time this year to practice serving.  With 
so many messages about what we “deserve” or how to “please ourselves,” it’s important to 
follow the example of Christ and serve others first.



creekwoodumc.org/events

C R E E K W O O D

1 0

When You Realize Something’s Wrong

Annika Hinton is a member of Creekwood 
and sings in the Choir. She shared with 
us in May, about her struggle with Post-

Pardum Depression after the birth of her child.

Here is some of what she shared.

My name is Annika! I am a working mom, 
a wife, and of course your 2022 Mrs. Texas 
Regency! I have always loved finding new 
adventures and meeting new friends along the 
way!

I met my husband while country dancing at 
our local honky tonk, and we hit it off! We 
got married back in 2019 and I became the 
stepmom of a beautiful, now 11 year old, girl. 
Shortly after our marriage, we were blessed 
with an amazing son, who is now entering his 
toddler years.

After the birth of my son, I experienced, first 
hand, the power of post-partum depression 

can hold. Thankfully, with the help of my amazing support system, I was able to start my 
journey of healing, but it made me feel for those who might not have that support. So, I decided 
that it was my job to make sure no mother ever felt as though they were fighting through 
motherhood alone.

During my research, I  found an amazing organization called Postpartum Support International, 
or PSI, whose sole purpose is to support mothers suffering from portpartum depression and 
provided them with any resources they need. PSI has helped me through some of the most 
difficult times as a new mother, and has now led me to helping others overcome their post birth 
challenges as well.

The Challenge
Of Motherhood
Find our more about Postpartum 
Support International:

postpartum.net
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“Let us hold fast to the confession of our 
hope without wavering, for he who has 
promised is faithful.  And let us consider 
how to provoke one another to love and 
good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, 
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.”

(Hebrews 10:24-25 NRSV)

Newer visitors to Creekwood are rarely new 
to the community.  The majority of visitors 
that we connect with are people who have 

moved to our area, tried it out for a year or two, 
and realized there is something missing.  That 
something is often “connection.”  

Two of the most crucial services that a church 
provides are “relationships” and “care.”  It has 
been inspiring to see these two things take 
place through the Congregational Care Team.  
One positive adaptation made this past year 
was empowering Care Team members to do 
some of the pastoral visitation, connecting 

members to other members; both of whom 
sometimes felt isolated.  Small groups and 
Sunday school classes serve this same 
purpose, often functioning as the front line of 
care because of the strong bonds formed.  

This coming year, we will spend $82,273 
on staff and programs aimed at building 
community.  This looks like Wendy 
McConney’s tireless efforts to make sure no 
one gets forgotten, and the Lay Discipleship’s 
work to host an all-church event every 
quarter.  This looks like cards mailed out by 
the Care Team to those in need of prayer and 
support. This looks like Trunk or Treat, Live 
Nativity, receptions, and more.   

While increased financial capability would 
help us push forward in many other areas 
of ministry, this is an area where fewer 
financial constraints would allow us to dream 
bigger for the ways we provide care, build 
relationships, and invite our community to be 
in relationship with us and with God.

Building Community
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“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.”

(Matthew 28:19 NRSV)

The end of Matthew wasn’t the first time the disciples were sent out to tell others that 
something powerful and amazing was happening.  It’s a hallmark of Jesus’ ministry to want to 
share great things with everyone so that everyone can experience great things.

At Creekwood, we know the best evangelism is your commitment to invite your friends to 
church ministries and share with them why it’s valuable to you and how it has changed your life.  
But we do plan to spend $124,064 on communication tools and staff that will share the Gospel 
in our community and beyond.  These resources go to sponsor advertisements on social media 
sites, procure and maintain vital technology for in-house and live-stream worship production, 
our website, and communication vehicles to make sure that everyone has the opportunity to 
know about what God is doing through the people called Creekwood.

I do hope that you’re always considering who might be the next person to join in on the 
movement of Christ, and that you’ll heed the call of Christ to courageously share your own story 
of faith.  However, we’ll continue to do our best to give you easy “on-ramps” such as Trunk or 
Treat, Easter Egg Hunts, Live Nativity, and other events so that your invitation seems a little less 
daunting.



Property & Administration
creekwoodumc.org/youbelong
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“…the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God 
stays in a tent.”  (2 Samuel 7:2 NRSV)

“For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether 
he has enough to complete it?”  (Luke 14:28 NRSV)

It is generally said, “the church is not a building, the church is the people,” which I believe we 
all find true.  But in 
the tradition of King 
David, humans have 
always wanted (and 
needed) space to call 
sacred.  Our building 
and property serve 
as an anchor point 
to remember and 
be inspired by what 
God has promised, 
when our lives are 
often transitory 
and chaotic.  Our 
staff that maintains 
the functionality of 
our property and 
administration of 
our ministries don’t 
always get the credit, 
but anyone who has 
ever prayed in the 
Prayer Garden, played 
volleyball on the sand 
pit, or enjoyed any aspect of regular ministry has realized the fruitful and vital ministry these 
persons bring.

This year we will spend $471,030 on our property and administration costs.  This includes 
line items such as principal and interest payments, insurance, copies, office supplies, utilities, 
and things most often not considered “ministry.”  But what those expenses really include are 
postcards used to invite people to church, electricity for the Lovejoy Pre-school PTA to meet 
and build community connections, and a place for a father to work on volleyball serves with his 
daughter.  It means a beautiful place where people walk their dogs, fish in the pond, and come 
to meet Jesus through the hospitality we offer to our community.  These expenses show up in 
office renovations, middle school center rebuilds, and all the sacred spaces that help remind us 
God is with us.

1 3
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Stewardship Campaign
January 2023 | All Month

Soups & Sweets 
Stewardship Luncheon
January 29, 2023 | 12:00 pm

Jan. - May Events

Lent
February 22, 2023 - April 8, 2023

Night To Shine
February 10, 2023 | 6:00 - 9:00 pm

Easter Sunday
April 9, 2023

Lucas Car Show
May 20, 2023 | 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Welcome Lunch
January 15, 2023

Palm Sunday
April 2, 2023

Art Group Celebration
January 2023Maundy Thursday

April 6, 2023

Good Friday
April 7, 2023

CREEKWOODUMC.ORG/EVENTS

Creekwood Students on 
Wednesday Nights Spring 
Kickoff 
January 18, 2023

Open Door Meeting
March 2, 2023

Open Door Meeting
April 13, 2023

Confirmation Sunday
May 7, 2023

Graduation Sunday
May 21, 2023

Save The Date
VBS 2023

June 12-15, 2023
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Tuesday Girls
Let me introduce ourselves. We are a group of local artists that over the years have come 
together in friendship and common ties of a love for art. We use colored pencils, oils, pastels, 
acrylics, graphite, watercolors as common mediums. One lady weaves intricate baskets with 
pine needles! Several of the ladies knit or crochet, and quilt. Our backgrounds range… Retired 
teachers, clerical, different college degrees or not. Our levels of artistry vary a great deal…. 
Beginner, amateur, professional. A lot of sharing happens as we use no instructors. Some of 
the ladies exhibit their art to share with others or because they find art is personally satisfying. 
Some supplement their income 
with their highly sought-after 
creations. Some of the ladies 
wor on commission. Art helps us 
express ourselves in oh so many 
diverse ways.

When COVID because a reality in 
our world, it left us isolated and 
cut off from our friends. We had 
no place to go or get together 
and share our art. Isolation for 
seniors, can be devastatingly 
lonely. This wonderful family 
called Creekwood United 
Methodist Church has welcomed 
us with open arms! For some, the 
isolation left us realizing our deep 
need to be together. For some, 
this opportunity has allowed us 
to “have a place to go.” A place of 
safety. A place to share.

We are so honored to be able to. gather in this environment. To have a haven to share our 
happiness, our loves, our griefs, and oh so much more! We feel safe to have a place to call 
home. The pastor and everyone we come in contact with have always welcomed us… open 
arms, smiles, caring, and concern. Thank you oh so much from our hearts.

Please, please do come by and meet us and enjoy our art. Join in or simply ob Let me introduce 
ourselves. We are a group of local artists that over the years have come together in friendship 
and common ties of a love for art. We use colored pencils, oils, pastels, acrylics, graphite, 
watercolors as common mediums. One lady weaves intricate baskets with pine needles! Several 
of the ladies knit or crochet, and quilt. Our backgrounds range… Retired teachers, clerical, 
different college degrees or not. Our levels of artistry vary a great deal…. Beginner, amateur, 
professional.

A lot of sharing happens as we use no instructors. Some of the ladies exhibit their art to share 

Art Group At Creekwood
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with others or because they find art is personally satisfying. Some supplement their income with 
their highly sought-after creations. Some of the ladies wor on commission. Art helps us express 
ourselves in oh so many diverse ways. When COVID because a reality in our world, it left us 
isolated and cut off from our friends. We had no place to go or get together and share our art. 
Isolation for seniors, can be devastatingly lonely. This wonderful family called Creekwood United 
Methodist Church has welcomed us with open arms! For some, the isolation left us realizing our 
deep need to be together. For some, this opportunity has allowed us to “have a place to go.” A 
place of safety. A place to share. We are so honored to be able to g ather in this environment. 
To have a haven to share our happiness, our loves, our griefs, and oh so much more!

We feel safe in the church. Safe to have a place to call home. The pastor and everyone we come 
in contact with have always welcomed us… open arms, smiles, caring, and concern. Thank you 
oh so much from our hearts.

Please, please do come by and meet us and enjoy our art. Join un or simply observe. We 
welcome you as you have welcomed us and encourage comments. 

-------------------------
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