
 
 

Session 4 - March 27: Prayer for the Next Generation 
Matthew 19:13-15 - https://bible.oremus.org/?ql=510988788  

 
Jesus had been performing miracles and healing adults, but in this account in Matthew, people 
are bringing their children to him. They want Jesus to pray for their children. Jesus not only 
prays for the children, but he makes room for them in his presence. Think about your 12-year-old 
self, what did that kid need? Are we willing to do the same? 
 
Opening Reflection: Erwin Raphael McManus on Child-Like Faith 

• https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/child-like  

Discussion Questions: 
• From the video McManus says, “Remaining child-like but not being childish…the key to 

being child-like is to never lose your curiosity” – what do you make of this? What do we 
lose when we forget our child-like curiosity and our ability to continue to learn from 
different experiences? 

• Think about your 12-year-old-self, what was she or he like? What were you curious 
about, what gave you joy and meaning? 

• What lesson or wisdom could you glean from your 12 year old self to how you are living 
now? 

• In what ways have children (whether your own or relatives or friend’s) transformed the 
way you view the world? How have they transformed your faith? 

• How can a child-like spirit or curiosity impact the way we approach prayer? 
• At Creekwood each service we pray at Children’s Time by repeating the words as a 

whole body/community – why is this important? What do we gain from our children’s 
presence and voices?  

  
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer Practice for the Week: Words of Encouragement   
 
Write a note of encouragement and gratitude for each age group of our family ministries and 
bring them to church before or on the following Sunday, April 3rd… 

o Pre-school 
o Elementary 
o Middle School 
o High School  

Divide your small group up to write words of encouragement to students, based on the groups 
outlined above. What words of encouragement, gratitude, and other sentiments can you offer in 
your note?  
 
When you finish your notes, collect them and drop them off to a staff member, or drop them by 
the church office before Sunday, April 3rd. 
 


